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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
LUMPKIN COLLEGE OF BUSINESS RECEIVES ACCREDITATION
CHARLESTON, IL--A 10-year wait has paid off for Eastern
Illinois University's Lumpkin College of Business, which will
join an elite list of some 280 university programs that are
accredited by the American Assembly of Collegiate Schools of
Business (AACSB).
"AACSB today announced its decision to grant Eastern's
Lumpkin College of Business accreditation, ending more than 10
years of hard work," said Dean Ted Ivarie, who attended the AACSB
Accreditation Council meeting in Seattle where the decision was
announced.
Ivarie said, "Although the university and consequently all
academic units are already accredited by the North Central
-more-
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Association of Colleges and Schools, we have worked diligently
toward college of business accreditation by AACSB, having last
applied for accreditation in 1977.
"Finally achieving accreditation is very gratifying, parti
cularly given the high standards established by AACSB.

It is a

rigorous, comprehensive self-evaluation and peer review by
professionals. "
Eastern President David Jorns said, "I am delighted that
Eastern's Lumpkin College of Business has been accredited.

It

has been a long, involved process, but one that will provide
greater recognition for the college and will allow the college to
build upon its fine reputation. "
Ivarie said obtaining accreditation will facilitate the
college's efforts to recruit faculty and students and obtain
external grants. "It will make us more attractive to corporate
recruiters and hopefully will result in increased job opportuni
ties for our graduates. "
"While we have been functioning in a manner of excellence
for some time, accreditation by AACSB is simply confirmation that
we have met or exceeded generally accepted criteria for overall
high quality," Ivarie added.
In its pursuit of accreditation, the college has already
reduced class size, increased the number of faculty, reduced
faculty workload, improved academic advisement to business
students, revised the curriculum, implemented an annual study for
-
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alumni feedback, created both business and student advisory
boards and developed programs to work with the community.
Ivarie said physical improvements such as Lumpkin Hall,
state-of-the art instructional equipment and computer technology
and an expansion of business resources in Booth Library have
helped the college meet the needs of its students.
"The ultimate test of all this is the employment rate of our
graduates.

Results of our most recent survey documented that

97. 8 percent of our alumni had found employment within a
year of graduating from the business college," Ivarie said.
Ivarie said the recent accreditation process began more than
a year ago and culminated with an AACSB accreditation team site
visit to Eastern this past November.

The team's evaluation of

the college included interviews with faculty, staff, administra
tors, students, alumni and community members.
Ivarie said AACSB praised the college's physical facilities,
equipment and furnishings; student enthusiasm, quality, satis
faction and knowledge of the program; and faculty commitment to
teaching.

They also commended the college for staff and adminis

trative commitment, business community support and administrative
leadership.
"We would not have reached where we are today without the
patience and support of current and past administrators, faculty,
staff and students within the college and university-at-Iarge,"
Ivarie commented.
-more-
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The Lumpkin College of Business offers programs leading to
the Bachelor of Science in Business degree and Master of Business
Administration degree.

There are 1,940 undergraduate and 89

graduate majors in the college who are taught by
members, most of whom have doctoral degrees.
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